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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
 
 Elvis Richard Campbell was born in Bowling Green, Kentucky on 23 February 1898.  His 
father, John R. Campbell (1860-1930) was a farmer who also operated a livery business in 
Bowling Green and served on the City Council.  In 1897, John married Maggie A. Brown (1865-
1958), a native of Mt. Olivet in Warren County, Kentucky. 
 Elvis Campbell was educated at Bowling Green’s Ogden College and at the Bowling 
Green Business University.  His first public office was as city clerk of South Fulton, Tennessee, 
where he worked for the Illinois Central Railroad.  In 1931, he returned to Bowling Green from 
his residence in Fulton, Kentucky to work as manager of the W. Y. McGinnis Garage 
(succeeded by the Campbell-Jenkins Garage).  Campbell served on Bowling Green’s City 
Council from 1941-1945 and on the Board of Public Works from 1945-1949, the latter position 
marked by the expansion of the city’s water works program.  He also represented the city on the 
Electric Plant Board.  
 Campbell served as mayor of Bowling Green from 1949 to 1953.  During his time in 
office, he was president of the Kentucky Municipal League (1952) and led a major annexation 
program that doubled the city’s area.  
 In 1954, Campbell was named personnel director for the new Detrex Corporation plant 
under construction in Bowling Green.  In 1957, he became executive secretary of the Bowling 
Green Chamber of Commerce, but resigned in 1959 to return to Detrex Corporation, once more 
as personnel director.  In 1963, he ran again for mayor but was not successful.  After retiring 
from Detrex in 1964, Campbell was active in Bowling Green’s Rotary Club, serving as its 
president in 1958.  Elvis R. Campbell died in Bowling Green on 3 February 1978 and was 
interred at Fairview Cemetery.  His wife, Lula M. (Johnson) Campbell, who he married in 1921, 
died in 1993. 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection includes a small amount of personal papers belonging to Elvis R. 
Campbell and his mother, Maggie (Brown) Campbell, but the bulk of the collection consists of 
correspondence, reports and records relating to Elvis R. Campbell’s public service positions with 
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the City of Bowling Green, Kentucky and his position as personnel director for Detrex 
Corporation, a manufacturer of industrial cleaning equipment.  An inventory is in Folder 1, which 
also includes biographical and obituary clippings about Elvis R. Campbell and his parents. 
   Folder 2 contains two letters to Maggie (Brown) Campbell from former tenants regarding 
monies owed.  Folder 3 contains insurance policies for properties in Bowling Green, Kentucky in 
the name of Maggie (Brown) Campbell, by then the widow of John R. Campbell.   
 Folder 4 contains a small amount of Elvis Campbell’s correspondence and papers 
relating mainly to Bowling Green’s public works.  Two letters discuss maintenance of the 
waterworks, another letter inquires about the establishment of a playground for African-
American youth, and another discusses financing for additional firefighting equipment. 
 Folder 5 contains materials relating to Elvis R. Campbell’s administration of the estate of 
John M. Hoar of Fulton, Kentucky.  Included is correspondence with Hoar’s widow (with whom 
Elvis and his wife were personal friends) and other family; inventory and appraisal lists; and 
records regarding payment of debts (including a strongly disputed account from Hoar’s 
physician) and location and distribution of assets.  Also included is some correspondence 
relating to the estate of Hoar’s mother, who died a few months before him. 
 Folder 6 contains various items relating to the Pet Milk Company and its business with 
dairymen in Bowling Green: statements of daily deliveries; infant formula instruction blanks for 
use with Pet Milk; and instructions for cooling and straining raw milk. 
 Folders 7 through 15 contain various records relating to the finances and public works of 
Bowling Green, Kentucky in the late 1940s: auditor’s reports (Folders 7, 8, 13, 14); budgets and 
statements of receipts and disbursements (Folders 9, 15); surveys and reports on the city’s 
waterworks (Folders 10, 11); and instructions relating to the operation of the sewage disposal 
plant (Folder 12). 
 Folders 16 and 17 contain policy manuals for employees of Detrex Corporation, Bowling 
Green. 
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Campbell Collection     1928-1955 143 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory; biographical data      13 items 
  
Folder 2 Maggie (Brown) Campbell – Letters to   1937-1938  2 items 
 
Folder 3 Maggie (Brown) Campbell – Insurance policies  1935-1938 10 items 
 
Folder 4 Elvis R. Campbell – Correspondence and papers 1938-1953 10 items 
 
Folder 5 Elvis R. Campbell – Administration of John M. Hoar 1928-1933 79 items 
  estate 
 
Folder 6 Pet Milk Company – Delivery records, formula  1932-1948 12 items 
  blanks, letter regarding testing 
 
3 
 
MSS 683 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University 
 
Folder 7 City of Bowling Green – Auditor’s report at 31 May  1940  1 item 
  1940 
 
Folder 8 City of Bowling Green – Auditor’s report for year  1947              1 item 
  ended 30 November 1947 
 
Folder 9 City of Bowling Green – Budget    1947-1948 1 item 
 
Folder 10 City of Bowling Green – Engineering Survey and  1947  1 item 
  Report on Adequacy of Existing Water Works   
System 
 
Folder 11 City of Bowling Green – Report on Extensions to  1949  1 item 
  Water Distribution System in Proposed Areas of  
Annexation 
 
Folder 12 City of Bowling Green – Directions for Operating  1948  1 item 
  Sewage Disposal Plant 
 
Folder 13 City of Bowling Green – Auditor’s Report for year  1948  1 item 
  ended 30 November 1948 
 
Folder 14 City of Bowling Green – Audit of Electric Plant Board  1948  1 item 
  for year ended 30 June 1948 
 
Folder 15 City of Bowling Green – Statements of receipts  Dec. 1947- 7 items 
  and disbursements      Mar. 1949 
 
Folder 16 Detrex Corporation – Bowling Green Plant –   1955  1 item 
  Salaried Employees’ Personnel Administration  
Policy Manual 
 
Folder 17 Detrex Corporation – Bowling Green Plant – Hourly  1955  1 item 
  Employees’ Personnel Administration Policy Manual 
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